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DETAILED ACTION 

Previously presented claims 1, 11, 12, 19, and 20 remain rejected under the 
same references disclosed in the Office Action mailed July 18, 2005. Further, new 
claims 21-27 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by Somdahl 
et al. (US 6,445,948 B1 , hereinafter "Somdahl"). The Examiner has given full 
consideration to the Applicant's response filed on October 11, 2005 and notes the 
cancellation of claims 2-10 and 13-18. However, Applicant's arguments and 
amendments are not persuasive and do not overcome the original rejection. 

Examiner has alleged a prima facie case of anticipation with respect to claims 1 , 
11, 12, 19, and 20-27 and Examiner cites Somdahl. The amendment of claim 1 to 
recite the presence of structures that compensate for discharge-induced swelling of the 
battery does not overcome the anticipation rejection because Somdahrs retainer and 
spaces clearly compensate for the swelling of the battery. Therefore, Somdahl clearly 
teaches or suggests all of the elements of independent claims 1 and 21 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.G. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1. 11, 12, 19, and 20-27 stand rejected under 35 U.S.G. §1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Somdahl. Somdahl is considered to disclose: 
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an implant housing (see col. 5, In. 55-62, Somdahl). The disclosed sealed 
housing is considered to anticipate the claimed implant housing because both 
configurations accommodate functional components such as a battery, a circuit, 
telemetric means and the like; 

functional component parts of the implant disposed in said housing, wherein said 
functional components comprise a circuit, and a battery (see col. 5, In. 55-62 and col. 6, 
In. 5-10, In. 40-45, Somdahl). The disclosed functional components (battery and circuit) 
are considered to anticipate the claimed battery and circuit because: (1) the battery is 
substantially flat which makes it easier for the implant housing to accommodate that 
functional component and (2) the circuit is disposed in mutually juxtaposed relationship 
in the implant housing; 

the battery has a flat side, an underside and a peripherally extending narrow 
side, and the battery is arranged with its underside located on an internal base surface 
of the implant housing and the circuit is arranged in adjacent relationship with a flat side 
of the battery (see col. 6, In. 48-59, Somdahl). The disclosed arrangement is 
considered to anticipate the claimed arrangement because both provide a constant ratio 
between the battery and circuit. In this connection, the arrangement of the battery and 
circuit in both Somdahl and the claimed invention affords a gain in area to which 
components can be fitted, in comparison with a conventional arrangement; 

wherein the circuit includes a component carrier, which carries electronic 
components, and wherein an underside of the component carrier is adjacent to the flat 
side of the battery (see col. 11, In. 45-65, Somdahl). The disclosed electronics module 
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is considered to anticipate the claimed component carrier because both are configured 
for the placement of electronic components such as circuits, batteries, and the like; 

wherein the circuit Is fixed to the flat side of the battery; further comprising 
structures that compensate for discharge-induced swelling of the battery; wherein the 
structures Include free spaces adjacent to the peripherally extending narrow side of the 
battery (see fig. 3(g) and see col. 15, In. 20-35, Somdahl). The disclosed retainer Is 
considered to anticipate the claimed structures that compensate for the battery swelling 
because both prevent any possible mechanical damage that may affect the circuit. 
With reference to claims 11 and 22, Somdahl is considered to disclose: 
the electromedical implant additionally comprising a mounting element, which 
engages the circuit (see col. 1 1 , In. 45-65, Somdahl). The disclosed frame is 
considered to anticipate the claimed mounting element because both configurations 
extend outwardly from the circuit board and can be introduced into the implant without 
a mechanical join to the battery or only at the periphery so that the mechanical 
stresses which occur as a consequence of the discharge-induced variation in volume 
cannot be diverted to the circuit. 

Regarding claims 12 and 23, Somdahl Is considered to disclose: 
the battery and circuit stacked one upon the other (see abstract, Somdahl). The 
disclosed configuration is considered to anticipate the claimed battery and circuit 
arrangement because both minimize the overall height of the two component parts 
which are stacked one upon the other ultimately allowing the heightwise profile to be 
applied to component parts. 
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With reference to claims 19, 20, 24, and 25, Somdahl is considered to disclose: 
the electromedical implant wherein the circuit extends over >about 80% of the flat 
side of the battery {see col. 42, In. 48-55, Somdahl). The disclosed circuit and battery 
placement are considered to anticipate the claimed position of the circuit and battery 
because both enable the better use of the structural space available in the housing. 
Referring to claim 21, Somdahl is considered to disclose: 
an implant housing (see col. 5, In. 55-62, Somdahl). The disclosed sealed 
housing is considered to anticipate the claimed implant housing because both 
configurations accommodate functional components such as a battery, a circuit, 
teiemetric means and the like; 

functional component parts of the implant disposed in said housing, wherein said 
functional components comprise a circuit, and a battery (see col. 5, In. 55-62 and col. 6, 
In. 5-10, In. 40-45, Somdahl). The disclosed functional components (battery and circuit) 
are considered to anticipate the claimed battery and circuit because: (1) the battery is 
substantially flat which makes it easier for the implant housing to accommodate that 
functional component and (2) the circuit is disposed in mutually juxtaposed relationship 
in the implant housing; 

wherein the battery has a flat side, an underside and a peripherally extending 
narrow side, and the battery is arranged with its underside located on an internal base 
surface of the implant housing and the circuit is arranged in adjacent relationship with a 
flat side of the battery (see col. 6, In. 48-59, Somdahl). The disclosed arrangement is 
considered to anticipate the claimed arrangement because both provide a constant ratio 
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between the battery and circuit. In this connection, the arrangement of the battery and 
circuit in both Somdahl and the claimed invention affords a gain in area to which 
components can be fitted, in comparison with a conventional arrangement; 

wherein the circuit includes a component carrier, which carries electronic 
components, and wherein an underside of the component carrier is adjacent to the flat 
side of the battery {see col. 1 1 , In. 45-65, Somdahl). The disclosed electronics module 
is considered to anticipate the claimed component carrier because both are configured 
for the placement of electronic components such as circuits, batteries, and the like; 

wherein the circuit is fixed to the flat side of the battery; further comprising 
structures that compensate for discharge-induced swelling of the battery; wherein the 
structures include free spaces adjacent to the peripherally extending narrow side of the 
battery (see fig. 3(g) and see col. 15, In. 20-35, Somdahl). The disclosed retainer is 
considered to anticipate the claimed structures that compensate for the battery swelling 
because both prevent any possible mechanical damage that may affect the circuit. 

Referring to claims 26 and 27, Somdahl is considered to disclose: 

an electromedical implant, wherein the circuit is attached to the battery by a lead- 
through duct {see col. 28, In. 60 - col. 29, In. 7, Somdahl). The disclosed feedthrough 
passageway is considered to anticipate the claimed duct because both produce an 
electrical connection between the battery and the circuit. 

Conclusion 

Applicant* s amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dana D. Greene whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7138. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on (571) 272-4955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dana D. Greene 



ANGELA D. SYKES 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



